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THE CONNOISSEUR. 



lows: 1883, #74,050; 1884, $82,975; 
1885, $73,450; yet this is made up of 
semi-precious gems ; or, if any of the 
' real precious stories be included, they 
are of such poor quality as to be of no 
practical use for the finer purposes of 
the jeweller. In Maine and North 
Carolina systematic mining has been 
carried on to some extent, but without 
profitable result. The geological for- 
mation of Elliott County, Kentucky, 
is singularly analogous to that of the 
South African diamond district; but 
search there has not proved fruitful. 
Many semi-precious stones are, how- 
ever, found in the United States, — 
beryls, aquamarines, and hiddenites in 
North Carolina, topazes and agates in 
Colorado, and in Arizona, Montana, 
and New Mexico the finest garnets in 
the world. 

Yet, notwithstanding the encourage- 
ment that some writers find in these 
facts, and in the general mineral wealth 
of the country, for indulging the patri- 



otic hope that the United States will 
become an important contributor to 
the world's supply of precious stones, 
the few competent American experts 
generally see no substantial basis at 
present for such expectations. This 
view is shared by Mr. Joseph T. 
Bailey, who is not only one of the 
best judges of gems, but who has 
also made himself thoroughly famil- 
iar with those sections of the United 
States that show any signs of being the 
natural abiding-place of gem-stones. 

It is sometimes suggested that much 
might be accomplished were the State 
and national governments to offer en- 
couragement to systematic prospecting 
for precious stones in certain promising 
localities ; but the universal experience 
is that such development is best com- 
mitted to private enterprise, and, un- 
fortunately, there has been little to 
induce the investment of money or 
time in it as a business. 

John V. Hood. 



GLIMPSES. 

With dull, cold face the opal faintly gleameth; 

Its shimmering light grows dimmer, — will expire, — ■ 
When sudden, lo ! the wondrous glow that streameth 

Betrays a hidden heart of crimson fire. 

In every human soul, however shrouded 

In dull, cold apathy, or vain disguise, 
By fierce despair, or sin however clouded, 

Burns yet deep down a spark that never dies, 



And lo ! — as through the opal's pallor stealing 
Those flaming messengers of light outgleam — 

In rare, grand moments flashes forth, revealing 

A glimpse of Light whose depth we may not dream ! 

Charlotte W. Thurston. 



